






Residential EVSE Permit Process: 
Best Practices 
 
permit applicant should contact and include a check box on the permit applications for this to be 
completed prior to a permit being issued. Alternatively, the jurisdiction could establish a procedure for 
providing a copy of every EVSE permit application to the local electric utility.     

Examples of these best practices and other unique innovations are presented in the tables below. 

Table 2: State-Wide Permitting Best Practices 

Location Description 
New 
Hampshirevii 

New Hampshire allows the homeowner to do the electrical work on their single-family 
residence without a permit. 

New 
Jerseyviii 

New Jersey has determined that the installation of residential EVSE is considered “minor 
work”. This means that the homeowner or electric contractor need only provide verbal 
notification to the local code enforcement agency prior to starting the installation. The 
permit application must then be subsequently filed within five days of the notification. 

Oregonix 

Oregon has expanded its minor label program to include EVSE installations. Under the 
program, a licensed electrician purchases booklets of 10 minor installation labels. Eligible 
residential EVSE installations must be within sight of the electrical panel supplying the 
charging unit, have a branch circuit that does not exceed 40 amps/240 volts and are not 
located in a damp place. The installation labels are only about a tenth of the cost of a 
regular permit, and only a tenth of the installations get inspected. 

Virginiax Several Virginia jurisdictions have instituted online or same-day fax permitting procedures 
for EVSE. 

Table 3: City-Specific Permitting Best Practices 

Location Description 
Cary, NCxi The Town of Cary has implemented an online permitting process which takes 

approximately 2 days to process. 
Charlotte, 
NCxii 

The Mecklenburg County Code Enforcement and the Building Development Commission 
in Charlotte introduced two “self-permitting” options, the Homeowner Internet Permitsxiii 
(HIPs) and Trades Internet Permitsxiv (TIPs). Mecklenburg County’s Electric Car Initiative 
uses the TIP process for EVSE permit applications, reducing the permit turnaround time to 
1–2 days. 

Houston, 
TXxv 

Houston applied its existing online express permitting process to EVSE installations. With 
this process, online permits are issued automatically and instantaneously for standard 
EVSE, and an inspection can be performed on the same day as installation. 

Los Angeles, 
CAxvi 

Los Angeles applied its existing online Express Permit system to EVSE installations. The 
system enables standard EVSE customers to receive a permit automatically and 
instantaneously. They are allowed to start using their EVSE immediately after installation 
and the inspection follows within 24 hours. 

Milpitas, 
CAxvii 

In Milpitas, single-family homeowners are not required to submit site plans when 
applying for an EVSE permit. 

Raleigh, 
NCxviii 

Raleigh applied its existing "stand alone" permitting and inspection process to EVSE 
installations. The permit is completed as the applicant is walked through the process by 
permitting personnel. Getting a permit takes about one hour, and inspections can be 
performed the day after installation. As a result, permitting, installation, and inspection 
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http://www.theevproject.com/
http://avt.inl.gov/pdf/prog_info/GITT_March2013.pdf
http://www.transportationandclimate.org/sites/default/files/EV_Siting_and_Design_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.sustainabletransportationstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Site-Design-for-EV-Charging-Stations-1.01.pdf
http://www.sustainabletransportationstrategies.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Site-Design-for-EV-Charging-Stations-1.01.pdf
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/evse/Charging%20Handbook.pdf
http://www.advancedenergy.org/transportation/resources/MUD%20Handbook%20FINAL%20Web.pdf
http://www.transportationandclimate.org/sites/default/files/EVSE_Planning_and_Policy_Tool_Guide.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/dep/sage/docs/ev-charging-stations.pdf
http://www.bcd.oregon.gov/notices/Adopted_Rules/2010/070110_electricvehiclesupplyequipment_pr.pdf
http://www.transportationandclimate.org/sites/default/files/EVSE_Planning_and_Policy_Tool_Guide.pdf
http://www.townofcary.org/Assets/Inspections+$!26+Permits+Department/Inspections+and+Permits+Department+PDFs/Res+Electric+Vehicle+Guide+3-12.pdf
http://www.townofcary.org/Assets/Inspections+$!26+Permits+Department/Inspections+and+Permits+Department+PDFs/Res+Electric+Vehicle+Guide+3-12.pdf
http://ncrportal.mwcog.org/sites/surveys/EVP/COG%20EV%20Plan/MWCOG%20EV%20Report%209-19-2012.pdf
https://luewebsf.mecklenburgcountync.gov/homeownrespermits/
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xiv Mecklendburg Couty Code Enforcement. Trades Internet Permits. 
charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/codeenforcement/contractors-
tools/pages/trade%20internet%20permits.aspx  

xv Alternative Fuels Data Center. 2011. Houston’s PEV Activities and Processes. www.afdc.energy.gov/case/1003 
xvi Alternative Fuels Data Center. 2011. Los Angeles’ PEV Activities and Processes. www.afdc.energy.gov/case/1002 
xvii City of Milpitas Building and Safety Department. EV Charging System in Single Family Residence Plan Review and 

Permitting Requirements. www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/_pdfs/bld_electric_vehicle_charging_system.pdf 
xviii Alternative Fuels Data Center. 2011. Raleigh, North Carolina's PEV Activities and Processes. 

www.afdc.energy.gov/case/1001 
xix City of Sunnyvale Building and Planning Division. 2012. Electric Vehicle Chargers. 

sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CDD/Residential/Electrical%20Car%20Chargers.pdf 
xx Alternative Fuels Data Center. Permit for Charging Equipment Installation. 

www.afdc.energy.gov/pdfs/EV_charging_template.pdf 
xxi Clean Cities. EVSE Residential Permit Template. 

www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/toolbox/pdfs/residential_permit_template.pdf 
xxii City of Irvine Building and Safety. EVSE Over the Counter Permit Worksheet. 

www.cityofirvine.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=17661 
xxiii Town of Cary Inspections and Permits Department. Permitting and Inspections Guide for Residential EVSE 

www.townofcary.org/Assets/Inspections+$!26+Permits+Department/Guides/Residential+Electric+Vehicle+Su
pply+Equipment+Guide.pdf 

xxiv Town of Cary Inspections and Permits Department. Building Permits Online. 
click2gov.townofcary.org/Click2GovBP/Index.jsp  
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http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/codeenforcement/contractors-tools/pages/trade%20internet%20permits.aspx
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/codeenforcement/contractors-tools/pages/trade%20internet%20permits.aspx
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/case/1003
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/case/1002
http://www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov/_pdfs/bld_electric_vehicle_charging_system.pdf
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/case/1001
http://sunnyvale.ca.gov/Portals/0/Sunnyvale/CDD/Residential/Electrical%20Car%20Chargers.pdf
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/pdfs/EV_charging_template.pdf
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/toolbox/pdfs/residential_permit_template.pdf
http://www.cityofirvine.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=17661
http://www.townofcary.org/Assets/Inspections+$!26+Permits+Department/Guides/Residential+Electric+Vehicle+Supply+Equipment+Guide.pdf
http://www.townofcary.org/Assets/Inspections+$!26+Permits+Department/Guides/Residential+Electric+Vehicle+Supply+Equipment+Guide.pdf
https://click2gov.townofcary.org/Click2GovBP/Index.jsp


















 
 
Electric Vehicle Charging (EVC) Station Uniform Permit Application 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
 
Value of Work $______________ 
Total Fee Paid:_______________   Paid By:___________________________________ 
 
CERTIFICATION: I hereby certify that: 
□   I am the owner of record of the named property OR 
□   The proposed work is authorized by the owner of record and I have been 
     authorized to make this application as an authorized agent. 
□   I/We agree to conform to all applicable laws, regulations and ordinances. 
 
NOTICE:  Any false statement made herein which I do not believe to be true and which 
 statement is intended to mislead a public servant in the performance of his or her official  
function is punishable as a Class “A” misdemeanor pursuant to  
Connecticut General Statutes Section 53a-157b. 
 
___________________________________ OR _________________________________ 
  Property Owner    Authorized Agent 
 
___________________________________        _________________________________ 
  Print Name           Print Name 
 
No work shall start until applicant has received the signed approved municipal permit 
 
The following shall be provided if available: 
Provide an appropriate map or plot plan showing location. 
Global Positioning System (GPS) location/coordinates:___________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
PLEASE DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE, FOR TOWN USE ONLY  
 
Building Official’s Signature_______________________________________________ 
 
Date of Approval_________________________________________________________ 
 
Conditions of Building Approval ____________________________________________ 
 
************************************************************************ 
 
The Municipal Building Official is requested to please provide a copy of this permit 
to the following: 
1. Department of Consumer Protection, Trades and Practices Division, 
    165 Capitol Ave., Hartford CT 06106 
2. A copy to the “Local Municipal Fire Marshal’s Office” 
3. A copy to the “Local Electric Utility Company’s Clearing Desk” 
 
 
 
Electric Vehicle Charging Station Permit issued Jan 2011 
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